
Myanmar Earthquake Relief Mission — Simon Thaung 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” — Mark 12:31 

The earthquake struck Myanmar on March 28, 2025, at 12:50 p.m. with a magnitude of 7.7 killing over 

4,000 people and injuring more than 20,000. Sixty percent of buildings were badly damaged or destroyed 

in Mandalay. Fires swept through many areas and electricity went out across much of the region. Many 

residents are living in damaged buildings or on the streets with little or nothing left. Roads and railroads 

have also been severely damaged, making transportation and movement of supplies extremely difficult. 

The human death toll continues to rise. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203%3A18&version=NIV


 

One of the first places we saw was a scene of heartbreaking destruction in Mandalay. After   

a devastating earthquake and fire, what was left were shattered buildings and lives in      

need  of prayer and restoration. In this place a devastating fire had erupted from the ground 

following the powerful earthquake in Maha Aung Myay, outside of Mandalay, engulfing entire 

neighborhoods in flames. The blaze rapidly spread, destroying over 100 homes and leaving 

many residents homeless. Tragically, five people lost their lives, and dozens more sustained 

injuries, some in critical condition. Our medical team provided emergency care, treating 

burns, fractures and smoke inhalation. Despite challenges like aftershocks and blocked 

roads, we stabilized patients and coordinated with local volunteers, though ongoing support 

remains critical for recovery. 

 

Kent Odor 

 

Thank you for setting aside time 

to read this newsletter. Many of 

you are highly invested in the 

encouragement to our brothers 

and sisters in Christ in Asia. 

This newsletter highlights recent 

events. Here is a report from 

Simon.  

 

Simon, is a key ACS leader in 

Myanmar and is also the   

founder of a Burmese NGO — 

HOPE Foundation — which is 

registered in the country. Having 

this role in the HOPE            

o r g a n i z a t i o n  g a v e  h i m           

immediate free access to the 

emergency area that was     

restricted to outsiders. Simon 

gathered both HOPE staff and 

associates as well as about 30 

ACS church planters and     

evange l is ts  in  southern         

Myanmar to show God’s love in 
the immediate recovery and 

medical relief needed following 

the earthquake. This is his     

story . . . 

 

(In this article, Ko Jay, a key 

assistant to Simon in HOPE, 

and Naomi, Simon’s daughter, 
also contributed.) 

HOPE and ACS Relief Team 

Simon Thaung 



Rescue and Relief: Love in Action After the Earthquake 
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Search and Rescue — Simon and Nelson 

Accessing Needs 

❖ 

MYANMAR 

“1000 Grapefruit  
and a1000-mile  
adventure to help  ⚫ 
 

Mandalay (epicenter  
of earthquake) ⚫  

 

Sagaing ⚫  

 

Inle Lake ⚫  

 

Naypyidaw (Capital) ⚫  

 

Yangon ⚫  

⚫ Putao 

⚫ Mandalay 

⚫ Sagaing 

⚫ Naypyidaw 

⚫ Yangon 

⚫ Inle Lake 



❖ 

Sheltering Hope: Laying Foundations for Recovery 

Makeshift Shelter FEDWELL Nutrition Packs 

Water Filtration System Filtered Water Clean Water 



Samaritan’s Purse: Medical Relief and Ministry in Nay Pyi Taw 

Samaritan’s Purse Hospital Simon and Dr. Aung with Samaritan’s Purse 
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Multi-Partner Emergency Effort 



❖ 

Faithful on the Frontlines: Physical Help, Eternal Hope 

Sharing Hope and Encouragement with the People 

Praying for a Child with a Burn Encouraging a Family in Need 

Sharing Needed Rice Dr. Aung 



Story #1 - A Father's Loss and Hope Amid the Rubble 

Dr. Aung is giving Healthcare to Nay Lin 
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Story #2 - My Family’s Loss 

Grateful Widow Expresses Heartfelt Thanks 
For Compassionate Help 



Praying For Healing Their Traumas 

 

 

Psalm 34:18 – "The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed 

in spirit."

is near in their       
suffering and will never abandon them.  We pray that 
every traumatized heart feels God’s closeness, receiving 
His comfort and healing as He binds up their wounds 
and renews their hope in Christ. Amen. 
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Building Relationships and Sharing the Gospel 

Today, we have commissioned 10 evangelists to return to the hardest-hit regions, where they are continuing both relief    

efforts and spiritual ministry. Already, new house churches are beginning to form—small communities of faith rising out of the 

rubble, offering light and hope in the midst of loss. We are deeply grateful for the support that makes this work possible.  

Sharing God’s Love 

To ACS and IDES 

earthquake that struck Myanmar, we have seen the hands and feet of Jesus   

moving through your prayers, your giving and your acts of service! From the      

bottom of our hearts, we thank you. Your faithful support—both financial and  

physical—has enabled us to respond quickly and compassionately. The funds 

from IDES and ACS have been used to meet the urgent needs of food, water, 

medicine and, most importantly, hope — and also to support strategic gospel   

like never before. We expect more stories soon, and we thank IDES and ACS  

donors for your generous support that is helping grow God’s kingdom in Myanmar.  
Amid pain and loss, your involvement has brought light into the darkest places.  

In every place where we gave aid, we introduced ourselves as Christians from northern Myanmar, here to share God’s love. 
We explained that our God teaches us to love others, even if we’ve never met them before. We introduced our evangelists to 
the communities so people could learn more, and we prayed with them while distributing aid. Please pray for our relief efforts. 

Thank you, IDES and ACS, for your generous support that is helping grow God’s kingdom in Myanmar. 

Sharing Rice 

Hope Brings Smiles 



1000 Grapefruit and a 1,000 Miles Adventure Trip to Help 
Four evangelists from the far north in Putao made a trip to assist with the          

Earthquake Relief project.  They also transported a truckload of grapefruits to    

Mandalay, enduring a grueling four-day journey. Due to ongoing conflicts along 

the way, they had to take muddy, rugged backroads. At one point, many vehicles 

got stuck in the mud and had to be pulled out by a tractor and elephant.  

 

The truck was filled with 1000 Putao grapefruit.  As our trucks rolled into the     

earthquake-stricken areas, we carried more than just fruit—we brought a 70-year 

legacy of compassion. This was a gift of love collected from some of the very poor 

Lisu farmers in the Putao area. This crop represents their harvest of a very        

precious product in Myanmar.  These grapefruits trace their roots to 1950, when 

Father J Russell Morse brought seeds from the USA and Israel to Putao, nestled 

under the Himalayas. He was like a ‘Johnny Appleseed’ of citrus to Burma.  He 
taught local farmers planting and grafting techniques into a native lemon root 

found in the jungle. They created orchards of grapefruit trees, transforming the 

region’s agriculture. Today, these vitamin C and B-rich fruits —once a foreign 

seed—became a lifeline 

for survivors, nourishing   

bodies and symbolizing 

b e a r  f ru i t  a c r os s           

generations. This fruit is 

the product of that project 

many years ago and   

grapefruit are now a    

treasure to people in      

Myanmar. It was delightfully 

received, and it added    

nutrition and vitamins to the 

diets of the victims of the 

earthquake. This was a very 

meaningful outpouring of 

lov

Elephants pulling stuck cars and trucks  
at muddy highway road 

Grapefruits of Hope: A Legacy of Love for Earth-
quake Victims 

Sharing Grapefruit 

Grateful Recipients 
J Russell Morse, LaVerne and Evangelist with 

Grapefruit in 1955  

Words of Thanks and Challenge 

We are deeply grateful for your unwavering prayers and generous support in the wake of the earthquake disaster. Together, we have 

saved precious lives, provided urgent medical care, and brought hope to those shattered by loss. Your compassion has helped heal 

not only physical wounds but also the deeper scars of trauma and despair. Through prayer, counseling and practical aid, we have 

witnessed moments of light breaking through the darkness. “When I was hungry, you fed me” - Matthew 25:34. Yet, the road to 

recovery remains long. The needs are overwhelming -- families have lost homes, livelihoods and loved ones. Children go to sleep 

hungry, survivors battle fear of aftershocks, and communities struggle to rebuild. But we press on, trusting that every act of love    

matters. With your continued partnership, we will keep offering shelter, food and the promise that no one is forgotten.  
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Continuing the Mission: From Rescue to Rehabilitation 

Damaged Home at Inle Lake 



Contributions may be sent to: 

Asia Christian Services 
9378 S Mason Montgomery Rd, Ste 326 

Mason, OH 45040-8827 

For more information: 

phone: 513.923.0928   or    
e-mail: kent.odor@gmail.com 

 
Website: asiachristianservices.com 

In Memory Of 

M 

D 

($150 per family) Many families live in fragile bamboo and wooden homes that   

   have been dangerously tilted or weakened by recent earthquakes. Your $100 gift provides sturdy cables, anchors and  

   construction materials to pull structures upright and secure them against future quakes—literally saving homes from collapse. 

Late Breaking News from Simon as this UPDATE is on the way to the Printer: 

   There have been 35 Baptisms since the earthquake!  God is working in the hearts of the earthquake's victims  

   drawing men and women to His heart, and they are receiving forgiveness and Hope!


